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Any questions:
contact@lewistondance.com 

or Text 716-523-2388

781 Cayuga St.

Come 

and See the 

Difference

REGISTER ANYTIME 
at lewistondance.com 

   or come in during open house hours  
 EVERY WEDNESDAY 

5-6pm  
to see our beautiful            

                          facility and discuss your 
                            child’s dance education!

Niagara Wheatfield Central 
School District
Help Wanted

We are looking for support staff to fill positions:
1. Temporary cleaners! ($15.56/hour)
2. School Bus Drivers & Trainees:  

$20.25 for permanent drivers (+great benefits!)

3. Monitor/Cleaners! We have part-time openings.  We 
offer benefits for part time staff and starting pay: $15.34/
hour! Great for a parent or retiree – work only the school 
year. 
4. Substitutes needed in all areas @ $15/hour!

We offer competitive salary & great benefits 
for permanent employees!

or - stop in for application – 

(behind West Street School) in Sanborn, NY. 
EOE

Dance Shoes and Dance Attire by Capezio

Call for an Appointment
205-8942 

happyfeetdancesupplies.com

Back to School!Back to School!
Dance With Us!Dance With Us!

&&

Lifeguards training, water’s running at Splash World
BY KAREN CARR KEEFE

Niagara Amusement Park & 
Splash World is getting its feet wet 
in the water park area of what used 
to be Fantasy Island.

Reopening of the water park sec-
tion could occur in the very near 
future, according to a recent update 
posted on the park’s Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/splash-
worldny.

“Final preparations are taking 
place as lifeguard training continues 
here at Splash World,” the company 
announced Aug. 15. “Thanks to 
the folks over at StarGuard ELITE  
for training and certifying our life-
guards to watch over and protect all 
of our guests.”

They’re also still looking for more 
lifeguards, as the post states: “Do 
you want to join in on the fun and 

be a part of an amazing team? It’s 
not too late! Paid training and free 
certifi cation awaits you!” The post 
advises applicants to go to: https://
bit.ly/3krhmqe.

On July 9, IB Parks announced 
plans to reopen the water park 
portion last month, with a full 
ride package to be added 
over the next six to 
eight months and a 
spring 2022 opening 
of the entire park.

While the Splash 
Park opening has been 
delayed as hiring continues, 
staff gets trained and all is in-
spected for an opening day, things 
appear to be progressing nicely, 
according to photos the company 
posted of lifeguards training and wa-
ter sluicing through the slides and 

tubes.
A company spokesman couldn’t 

be reached for comment earlier this 
week.

In May, it was announced Gene 
Staples and IB Parks & Entertain-

ment, operator of two other 
amusement parks, had en-

tered into a long-term 
lease agreement with 

property owner Store 
Capital to run the 
former Fantasy Is-

land at 2400 Grand Is-
land Blvd. The 60-year 

old park closed in February 
2020.

But even before it opens, Niaga-
ra Amusement Park & Splash World 
already has a big fan base. Nearly 
2,200 people are members of a Face-
book group called Fans of Niagara 

Amusement Park & Splash World.
Debi and Darren Pogue started 

the fan Facebook group around July 
9 to give people an avenue to share 
news and views about the future of 
the park, although members also 
like to share memories, old photos 
and tell what they loved about the 
park when it was Fantasy Island.

“I just was poking around, and at 
the time, I didn’t see that there was 
anything like that (an online fan 
group focused on the park’s next 
chapter),” Debi said. 

The Pogues were encouraged 
when they read news reports saying 
the park, plagued by vandalism while 
closed, was going to be cleaned up, 
restored and given a new, family-
oriented theme. As administrators 
of the group’s Facebook page, Debi 
and her husband, Darren, wanted 
the focus to be on support for the 
new owners and what changes are 
in store for the park.

The Pogues did their due dili-
gence, Debi said, even traveling in 
mid-July with their 9-year-old son to 
check out the Indiana Beach amuse-
ment park and see what to expect 
at the Grand Island Park. Indiana 
Beach is one of three parks now 
run by Staples under the umbrella 
of IB Parks and Entertainment. The 
third is Clementon Park and Splash 
World in Clementon, New Jersey.

Darren said in his online review 
of the Indiana Beach facility that 
it’s a “great old time park. Rides are 
classic.” He said there are fi ve coast-
ers, a unique boat ride on the lake 
and a large variety of food vendors 
and stores. “They maintain a family 
friendly atmosphere with rules in-
volving dress code and explicit lan-
guage. Overall a nice experience.”

“It was cool. There’s defi nitely 
a vintage feel to that park. It was a 
great time,” Debi said.

Darren said he believes Staples 
has a proven track record. He said 
he feels there are strong parallels 
between Indiana Beach and Niagara 
Amusement Park & Splash World.

“What made me so excited about 
it is the story about Indiana Beach 
and what he (Staples) did there is 
the same as Fantasy Island. The 
park closed down; they were getting 
ready to auction off all those rides; 
people thought they had lost part 
of their history. And he is revered 
there. He is viewed as the person 
who saved that park, saved that part 
of the community,” Darren said.

“We, in general, just love theme 
parks,” Debi said. “I believe that 
they’re all in,” she said of the new 
management for the Grand Island 
park. “They not only care, they have 
the ability to get the park going on 
the right foot. I think it’s a breath 
of fresh air … a welcome change. 
There’s going to be new changes to 
the park that people probably don’t 
expect.”

Darren posted online in the 
Splash World fan group on Face-
book, “We try to be unbiased here 
when it comes to opinion but I have 
to say this: If there are any doubts 
that IB Parks and Gene Staples 
mean business, I think you can put 
those concerns to bed. What they’ve 
done with the water park (on Grand 
Island) in such a short time is amaz-
ing. I’m very excited to see what 
else they have in store. Great job to 
all the hard working employees and 
thank you Gene for saving our local 
park.”

Debi grew up on Grand Island 
and said she loved Fantasy Island. 
While the couple now lives in Lock-

SEE SPLASH continued on Page 11
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